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JAPANESE CITIES 


TO: BE. 


EVACUATED | 


HE Japanese Domei Agency said in a wireless des atch 
T by the United States Office of War Information, that the ' Tojo 
Cabinet had completed specific regulations for “the depopulation of 
the large cities,of Japan in connection with the consolidation of anti- 


aircraft defence measures.’ 


The regulations, it was announced, 
would be applied to Tokyo, Osaka, 
Kobe and other cities. Residents of 
other unnamed cities would be 
encouraged to move their homes, 
unless their work was essential to 
the war. 

Colonel Knox, United States Navy 
Secretary, said yesterday that 
Bougainviile, in the Solomons, key 
Japanese air base in the South-west 
Pacific, has been bombed _ con- 
tinuously, and not an airfield on the 
island is serviceable. 

There was some evidence, he said, 
that the Japanese were evacuating 
the southern part of Beugainville. 
From December 13th to 20th 132 air 
missions were carried out, in which 
2,900 ‘planes were : olved. 

_ In New Guinea, Australians, press- 
ing northward up the Huon 


Peninsula, have got tanks across thea 
formidable barrier of the Masawang 
River, while infantry, under cover 
of the tanks and 25-pounders, have 
reached a point a mile north of the 
river. A’second Australian forte, 
further inland, has pushed on from 
Wareo te positions 34 miles north 
of the town. 

On the . Allied-held Arawe 
Peninsula, in New Britain, American 
troops are fanuing out into the in- 
terior from the rst airfield to be 
captured, some four miles inland 
from the Arawe beach-head. 

Colcnel Knox has announced the 
appointment of Vice-Admiral Frank 
: Fletcher as Commander of the 
Nerth Pacific Area, in succession to 
Vice-Admiral Thomas C. Kincaid.— 
(RKeuter.) é, 


Island-Hopping in 
Pacific 


By Our MILITARY CoRRESPONDENT. 


Arthur’s Army Group which 


Tan portion of General Mac- | 


has landed on New Britain: 


forms part of the American Sixth 
Army. Like all the rest of this 
Group, it is essentially a force based 
on Australia and New Zealand— 
though supplied ultimately from 
America—and it is distinct from 
Inajor commands based on India, 
China, or Hawaii. 

Its róle is to advance from the 
South-East against the Japanese- 
occupied insular territories occupied 
in the first big rush of two years 
ago. It is, in the strictest sense, an 
*‘island-hopping army.” At the 
present time it is the only well- 
equipped ground army actually fight- 
ing the Japanese—although others 
are certainly being got ready. 


ALLIED AIM 


The latest move ot this army has 
been a landing in New Eritain, aim- 
ing, in the first place, to close. the 
\Vitiaz Strait between the, Huon 
Peninsula and the smaller’ island. 
Probably an attack on Gasmata— 
the subsidiary Japanese base to 
Rabau! on the south coast of the 
island—will íollow in due. course. 
Rabau! itself is not likely to be 
attacked in a big way until N.E 
New Guinea on the one flank, and 
Bougainville and Choiseul on the 
other, are in Allied hands, American 
strategy “Ie” theught’ to 
Rabaul as a preliminary. to subse- 
quent attack on the Japanese 
Mandated Isiands — Yap, Truk, 
Ponape, etc. : 

It has been stated, indeed, that 
by such a threat it is hoped to 
force the Japanese Fleet into action 
with definitely superior forces. To 
accept action under such conditions 
is not in line with what we know of 
Japanese strategy. Practically all 
their naval battles have been fought 
in, or near, home waters—Yalu, 
Shantung Promontory, Tsu-Shima. 
‘here seems no likelihood that they 
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will now, any, more than formerly, 


| be in a hurry to concede the adver- 


Sary any great advantage of bases 
and communications, Battles like 
that ‘of ‘the Java Sea or Savo 
Islands were fought with lighter 
forces, and under cover of dark- 
ness-—the latter a favourite Japanese 
method. 
_ This stage, however, is not of the 
immediate future. 
range operations as those of the 
American Sixth Army, only the step- 
by-step method is possible. At a 
certain stage from the original 
starting-point it is necessary to halt 
—sometimes for a lengthy period— 
before launching a new effort. 
Bougainville and Choiseul constitute 
a typical instance. This, of course, 
is only a special case of any offen- 
sive that hopes to be sustained. 

An interesting. point about the 
Allied counter-offensive in the 
Pacific is whether their assumption 
of growing aero-naval weakness on 
the Japanese side is completely 
warranted. As far as the air is 
concerned, indeed, it seems possible 
—though not certain. This is a 
sphere where the Germans could, 
one would imagine, help the Japanese 
fairly easily : it would seem to be 
only a matter of exchanging ideas 
and qomparatively simple blue- 
prints. | 

As for shipping, the Japanese had 
most of their own at home in late 


. vin vy ;neirer!: 
uántifies of additional craft here, 
there and elsewhere. Their ship- 
building resources—though far leas 
than the Allied—are by no means 
negligible, and their demands on 
shipping space are very much less 
than those of most sea-going peoples, 
It is difficult to imagine that their 
resources in this line are so strained 
that the end is in view. Allied 
information comes from the peri- 
meter of the Japanese- occupation, 
rather than from inside it. Conclu- 
sions may be misleading to that 
extent 
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The British official report stated :— 

““On Monday night the aircraft of 
Bomber Command: were over Ger- 
many in very great strength. The 
main attack was against Frankfurt, 
and over 2,000 tons of high explosive 
and incendiary bombs were dropped 
on this important centre of chemical 
‘and armament industries. First 
reports indicate that~the bombing 
was effective, and large fires were 
left burning. A secondary attack 
was made on, Mannheim-Ludwigs- 
haven. 

‘*Mosquitoes bombed objectives 
in Western Germany and in Belgium, 
and mines were laid in enemy waters. 
Royal Canadian Air Force aircraft, 
operating with Coastal Command, 


Mr. Churchill. 


Improving. 
Y tering st bulletin con- 


cerning Mr. Churchill's 
health stated:—‘' The 
Prime Minister continues to 
improve. The condition of the 
circulation is more satisfactory.’’ 
it was signed by only two 
doctors, Lord Moran, the Prime 
Minister’s personal physician, and 
Brigadier Evan Bedford. 
“ The news is most reassuring,’’ 
a doctor commented. ¢ 


attacked enemy shipping in the 
Channel. 

‘Forty-two of our aircraft are 
missing.” 

The British Air Ministry’s News 
Service states that the three towns 
were bombed at the same time, 
Frankfurt receiving the heavier load 
of bombs, and that in Mannheim- 
Ludwigshaven, 50 miles south of the 
shore gw target, smoke rose to a 


eight of 12,000 feet. German fighters 


Workers Fight 


Against Time 
we the battle on the Dublin 


ostal front expected to reach 

its climax some time to- 
morrow, departmental heads are 
throwing in all their reserves in an 
effort to make yet bigger inroads 
into the miniature mountains of 
letters and parcels rapidly accumu- 
lating at the Pearse street and 
Amiens street postal clearing-houses. 
Numbering over 2,000, their forces 
have now been engaged non-stop 
since Monday, fighting desperately 
to keep a gradually-worsening posi- 
tion under control. 

As quickly as they get rid of one 
batch of bulging mail-bags they are 
confronted with one even larger. 
And so the fight goes on—a vicious 
circle that at times has threatened 
to upset the highly-gearad machine 
that has been able successfully to 
cope with all Christmas postal 
“- rushes ” up to the present. But 
this fifth Christmas of the war has 
confronted them with new problems. 
Despite the paper shortage, more 
Christmas cards than ever seem to 
be shuttling between Eire’s many 
households, while money-orders 
coming in from Britain are expected 
to set up.a new wartime record. 

The situation has never got out of 
control because of the admirable 
arrangements made by the postal 
authorities who, with foresight, 
budgetted for just such a rush. 

Mail intended for- local delivery 
should not be posted later than to- 
morrow. Final delivery on Christmas 
Eve will be made at 7.30 p.m. 
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ONLY Three 
Shopping Days 
to Christmas 


Germans Take 
~ Balkan Town 


It was announced in Berlin yester- 
day that the Germans had captured 
Jajce, a Bosnian mountain town, 
which Marshal Tito was said to have 
made his headquarters. 

Jajce had been in the hands of the 
Partisans since October, 1942. The 
9-poiut constitution adopted by the 
Tito Provisional Government and 
made public on December 12th was 
dated from this town. | 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent in 
Cairo states that in the general area 
of Sarajevo Tito’s Partisan forces 
are in control of considerable terri- 
tory and are still holding down over 
14 German divisions. They hold the 
Adriatic islands in the neighbourhood 
of Split and Dubrovnik in force and 
increasing toll is being taken 
German shipping in this zone. In 
Albania Partisans have established 
contact with Tito’s forces along the 
northern frontier. 

The Royal Yugo-Slavy Government 
in Cairo have not yet been officially 
informed of the discussions between 
the Allied military spokesman and 
Marshal Tito’s Partisan representa- 
tives, of which they only learned 
when a communiqué was published 
vesterday. The Government remains 


* uncompromisingly opposed ” to the 
the ‘the b 


2,000 Tons of Bombs 
On German City 


REPORT by the British Air Ministry yesterday announced 
that bombers raided the German cities of Frankfurt and 
Mannheim-Ludwigshaven on Monday night, when 2,000 tons of bombs 
were dropped on Frankfurt alone. 

Other raids were made on objectives in Western Germany and 
Belgium and on shipping in the Ghannel, 


Forty-two aircraft are 


‘from many parts of the country were 


up in large numbers, and several 
battles were fought. The attack on 
Frankfurt began at 7.30 p.m., and 
ended about 8 o’clock, though Mos- 
quitoes arrived half-an-hour later to 
hinder the work of the fire brigades. 
United. States Military Head- 
quarters announced last night:— 
“ United States A.A.F. Marauder 
medium bombers’ escorted and 
covered by R.A.F., Dominion and 
Allied fighters, ‘to-day bombed 
military objectives in Northern 
France.” i 
The German official report stated: 
“ Yesterday evening sfrong British 
air forces attacked the Rhine-Main 
district. High explosive and 
incendiary bombs caused heav 
damage in residential ‘districts, parti- 
cularly at Frankfurt-on-Main, Offen- 
bach and Mannheim. The air 
defences shot down 49 four-engined 
bombers in these attacks. The enemy 
lost four other ‘planes over the 
occupied western territories.’’ 


SWOOP ON SHIPS 


A direct hit’ was scored on a Ger- 
man vesse! early yesterday, when 
Albacores of an R.C.A.F. squadron 
of Cuastal Command sighted six 
small ships a few miles north of 
Calais, says the British Air Ministr 
News Service. Three of the vessels 
were close together, and one of the 

ilots straddled these with a stick of 

ombs. From one of the ships a red 
flash was seen, followed by an ex- 
plosion. The vessels were armed, 
and, although light flak met the air- 
craft during its attack, it suffered no 
damage. 


DAY RAID 


‘‘Hundreds of United States 
A.A.F. and R.A.F. medium bombers 
crossed the Channel yesterday to 
strike heavily at military installa- 
tions in the Pas de Calais area of 
Northern France, state United 
States Military “Headquarters and 
the British Air Ministry News Ser- 
vice. *‘ Excellent bombing results 


were Ba Se 4 - great: weight. of 
high explosives being concentrated in 
the target areas. Eight enemy air- 
craft were destroyed by the support- 
ing fighters.”’ 

A great air battle was fought as 
formations of German Na un- 
successfully tried to get through to 
the bombers. 

The Allied air war in the Balkans 
was continued yesterday, when large 
formations 0 heavy bombers, 
escorted hy long-range fighters, 
bombed railway yards at Sofia and 
the airfield at Eleusis, outside 
Athens, cables Reuter from Allied 
H.Q., North Africa, 


officials have been sanctioned by 

the Irish Banks’ Arbitration 
Board, which concluded its investi- 
gation of evidence from the banks 
and the Irish Bank Officials’ Asso- 
ciation yesterday. 

The Board issued an award which 
increases permanent. rates of bonus, 
calculated as a percentage of salary 
or pension paid on and after July 
lst, 1943, on salaries of all per- 
manent officials, male or female, 
and on pensions first granted on 
and after July Ist, 1941, by two per 
cent. All permanent officials who 
have attained their nineteenth birth- 
day. and are employed in a county 
borough or the Borough of Dun 
Laoghaire shall receive remunera- 
tion (including salary and the ap- 
spropriate bonus calculated under 


] Saale bow bonuses for bank 


Children’s Christmas treat at the Mount Street 


HIGHER BONUSES FOR 
BANK OFFICIALS - 


1 GSR. 


- Tribunal’s 


Inquiries 


NUMBER of Dublin stock- 

brokers _ received letters 

yesterday from the secretary 
of the Great Southern. Railways 
Stocks Tribunal asking them to fur- 
nish details of their stocks transav- 
tions involving £500 and wspwards 
from “January 9th, 1943, to Novem- 
ber 20th last. It is understood that 
the remainder of the brokers will 
receive similar circulars to-day or 
during the week-end. The Stock 
Exchange has declined, so far, to 
comment officially on the develop- 
ment, but officials and prominent 
members were unanimous in the 
belief that the supplying of this 
information will involve a great 
amount of extra staff work. 

The larger brokers say that their 
transactions are so numerous and 
involved that the work will take a 
month to complete, and it may be 


Mr. Justice Overond, 
the Tribunal which is investigating 
G.S.R. stock transactions. 


necessary to employ extra clerical 
staff. An official said it was likely 
that the Exchange would hold a 
special meeting to consider the 
matter when all brokers have 
received their circulars. i 

It is understood that brokers dis- 
cussed the matter at a meeting 
esterday evening. Some of them 
asta learned officially that while 
they themselves may not be called 
before the ‘Tribunal, large-scale 
stock purchasers appearing on their 
books will, but these witnesses will 
not be required to disclose their 
affairs in public. . 

The letter to the stockbrokers 
asks them to state the total amount 
of the purchases made by, or 
through, their firms of each class of 
stock during each week (ending 
Saturday) from erg Oth, 1943, 
to November 20th, 1943 (inclusive). 
Purchases less tan £500 nominal 
valuo need. not. be included, . They 
are also asked to supply the following 
information: Who gave instructions 
to purchase; the amount of stock; 

rices paid out by whom; name of 

uyer; was buyer registered and of 
what address; date of re-sale, if 
any; price paid on re-sale; who paid, 
name of buyer on re-sale, if known. 

The letter also states that if the 
informnation is promptly furnished it 
will greatly facilitate the Tribunal 
and may obviate the necessity for 
stockbrokers to attend to give 
evidence. 

The Tribunal holds its 
meeting to-day. 
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Club, Dublin... 


the award) at a rate not less than 
£3 a week, commencing January 
1st, 1944. 
. Remuneration at a rate not less 
than £2 10s., with appropriate 
bonus, is to be paid to permanent 
officials in a town exceeding 7,000 
in population at the last tensus. . 
s regards salaries paid to all 

permanent officials who joined the 
service of the banks after the year 
933, it was decided that having 
regard to existing circummstances no 
permanent adjustment of the present 
scale could be made, and no family 
allowances could be provided for 
permanent officials. 

The uward applies to permanent 
bank officials in the whole of Ireland. 
The arbitrators were Mr. W. E. 
Wylie, K.C.; Mr. J. A. Costello, 
8.C., and Mr. J. O. Wilson. 


NEW POST-WAR 
CHIEF 


Mr. John Ingram, B.E., B.Sc., 
A.R.C.Se.L, Chief Inspector of the 
Technical (nstruction Branch, De- 
partment, of Education, is to be 
appointed head. of the new Govern- 
mental Committee that is’being set up 
to consider post-war problems in re- 
lation to building and housing. He 
is expected to take up duty almost 
immediately in th  “‘epartment. of 
Indust and Commerce, Kildare 
street, "Dublin. i 

Widely known for his pioheer work’ 
in teclinical instruction in this 
country, Mr. Ingram was mainly re- 
s nsible for ‘the drafti of the 

ocational Education Act, 1930. He 
is a member. of the U 


‘BUS QUEUES 


| REGULATION 


N order for the regulation of 
A *bus gueues has been made’ by 
the Minister for Justice. 
Persons waiting for a ‘bus must, if 
their number exceeds five, form a 
queue two abreast and behave if an 
orderly manner, complying. with in- 
structions given them by a Garda or 
an official of the ‘bus company. No 
person shal) take up a position in a 
queue otherwiss than behind ' the 
person already in the queue, and ‘no. 
rson on leaving a queue may rejoin 
it in his original position unless 
authorised by an official in authority. 
No person may enter a ‘bus before 
another person who has waited in 
the‘ queue, 3 
It is hoped that this regulation 
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OFFENSIVE SPREADING 


Russian Armies in Action 


From Black Sea 
To Nevel 


THE Russian winter offensive, so far concentrated 
at the key points of Vitebsk, in the north, and 
Kirovograd, in the south, 
along the whole Russian front, Reuter’s correspondent 


, 


states. 


The winter campaign, says German radio, has 
finally opened, and battles are flaring up over the whole 
front, with the exception of the north. 


The main Russian pressure against 
Vitebsk has lifted in the past 24 
hours to the left flank, according 
to cables from Moscow, and Soviet 
forces are now thrusting forward on 
the east side of the Nevel-Vitebsk 
railway, reinforcing their northward 
drive which has brought them to 
within 20 miles of Vitebsk. 

Last night’s Soviet communiqué 
stated that Red Army forces yester- 
day continued to fight their way 
forward south of Nevel and cap- 
tured more than 100 _ inhabited 
localities. 

Moscow also announced that the 
Germans are abandoning great 
quantities of stores, including 
equipment and, ammunition. 

The Russians, in their week-old 
drive at Nevel, have now captured 
more than 670 towns and villages 
and killed nearly 22,000 Germans. 


2,000. TANKS 


Already outflanked to the north- 
west, Vitebsk—facing the possibility 
of being cut off—is now the target 
of triple converging forces which are 
steadily reducing its defences and 
communications in the same way as 
other great hedgehog positions have 
been dealt with, Reuter’s Correspon- 
dent states. 

Around Kirovograd; also enveloped 
on three sides, heavy tank battles 
are being fought, with the Germans 
attacking in some sectors and the 
Russians in others. 

Some 2,000 tanks on the German 
side alone are believed to be in 
action here and in the Kiev bulge, 
where, after a short lull, Marshal 
von Manstein has now shifted the 
weight of his effort to the north, 
where he is trying to force a way 
along the Korosten highway to Kiev. 

Vichy Radio said last night that 
from south of Cherkassy to Nikopol 
the whole Soviet front is in move 
ment. 

The Soviet communiqué also 
stated:—‘‘In the area of Kherson, 
our troops have completely liquidated 
the German bridgehead on the left 
bank of the River Dnieper. Heavy 
losses in man-power and equipmént 
were inflicted on the enemy. 


is now gathering weight 


FALANGISTS 
“INVADE” 
CONSULATE 


WO members of the Spanish 
T Falange invaded the 
Ameérican Consulate at 
Valencia last Saturday, acoord- 
ing to a report from Mr. Cariton 
Hayes, United States Ambassador 
to Spain, disclosed by the State 
eee yesterday in Washing- 
on. 


The Falange members tore 
down news and photographs and 
harangued visitors in the Con- 
sulate, The men, who were 
members of the Blue Division 
which has been fighting in Russia, 
were arrested by the Spanish 
police. 

Mr. Hayes said representations 
were made to Spain on behalf of 
the United States Government.— 
(Reuter.) 


“In the area south-west of Zhlobin 


our troops were engaged in success- 
fully repelling attacks by enemy 
tanks and infantry. 


“In the area of Korosten, Soviet 
troops successfully repelled all at- 
tacks launched by major forces ef 
tanks and infantry, inflicting heavy 
losses in men and material. 


‘South-east of Kirovograd, our 
troops were engaged in beating fí 
attacks by German tanks and in- 
fantry.”’ 


Shortly after Moscow broadcast 
the Soviet communiqué, the German 
radio reported heavy Russian counter- 
thrusts in progress in the area of 
Korosten. These, it claimed, had 
been repulsed by German, infantry, 
which afterwards advanced towards 
the Kiev-Korosten railway and 
gained a foothold near a railway 
station. 


Marsha! Stalin celebrated his 64th 
birthday yesterday; and the usual 
afternoon’s broadcast to the Red 
Army was entirely devoted to the 
new National Anthem,.in which his 
name figures. 


ALLIED ADVANCES 
IN ITALY 


EUTER reports from the Italian 
R war front last night stated 
that the battle for Cassino, a 
German stronghold blocking the road 
tu Rome, had begun. 

Fifth Army forces are stated to have 
driven the Germans from domi- 
nating points, and now threaten 
the town from the north-east aml 
south-east. 

the Adriatic, General Mont- 
omery’s forces are by-passing 
armen the eastern ‘‘ anchor’ 
of the German line. 

face of repeated tank counter- 
thrusts, the Eighth Army are 
pushing up a road a mile inland, 
which runs through Chieti to 
link with the Pescara-Rome 
highway. 

General Clark’s forces face a bitter 
struggle in their fight for Cassino. 
Their lines of attack are :— 

1—From the north-east, where 

American troops have advanced 

miles from the village of Lagone an 

occupied the summit of Mont 

Spinuccio (2,600 ft.), nine miles 

from Cassino. Other commandin 

heights have fallen in this area, an 
the Americans made appreciable ad: 
vances ; 

2—From the south-east, where 
Fifth Army men are now entering 
the valley of the Ljiri, after the 
capture of San Pietro. San Vittore, 
guarding the valley’s eastern en- 
trance, is under shell-fire, and its 
capture would ,give General Clark 
the opening he desires. 

Supporting the ground forces, 
R.A.F. Bostons were out in strength 
yesterday attacking the road between 
Cassino and Rome. They destroyed 
a number of transports. 

Tremendous difficulties are being 
overcome in the advance from: the 
north-east, where many of the 
mountains reach to 3, feet and 
are covered with deep snow, and 
each cne has been turned into a 
German fortress. . 

The Luftwaffe has, been directed 


against recently won Allied positions | 


at San Pietro. There were two 
attacks by 21 ’planes yesterday. 
In the Fifth Army’s coastal sector 


World News 
. In Brief 


British Labour Envoys—Mayor La 
Guardia received at the New York 
Town Hall four ‘‘Ambassadors of 
Labour ” from England who are 
visiting the United States on a six 
ory Hi oodwill tour of war plants. 
—(A.P. - 

Christmas in America — Despite 
wartime shortages, there will be 
enough to keep Christmas up to par 
in America. There may not be 
enough turkey to go round, but 
there will be plenty of good sub- 
stitutes, including chicken and beef. 

Roosevelt Backs Soldier Vote— 
President Roosevelt said yesterday 
that every American soldier should 
have an opportunity to vote in the 
1944 Presidential election, He was 
certain, he added, that Government 
machinery would be necessary i 
they were to take part. 

“Year's Best Actors—The perform- 


the 


Allied patrols were particularly 
active, probing German positions to 
test their strength. The Royal 
Berkshire Regiment, it is 
announced, has been fighting with 
Fifth Army, 
American and Canadian unit of 
—_ trained picked troops is 
also in action. : 

Armoured patrols of the Eighth 
Army, by-passing Ortona, on the 
Adriatic coast, are now threatening 
the village of Tollo, five miles 
inland. Most of the central stretch 
of the-Ortona-Orsogna road is now 
in Allied hands, and a general 
advance of about one mile has been 
made across it. The Germans are 
flinging in one tank counter-attack 
after another, but, although these 
slow the Allies up, they do not 
impede the general methodical push 
forward, 

The Germans still hold Orsogna. 
Reports put, out on Monday that the 
town had been captured are untrue. 

Bari radio stated late last night: 
“The Allies are fighting in the 


“Government intends 


now . 


and a mixed. 


Bolivian E 
President 
Exiled 


ENOR ENRIQUE PENARANDA, 
S the deposed President of Bolivia, 
has been exiled to Chile, under 
the protection of the Chilean 
Embassy, Reuter states. 
Penaranda and his brother, Captain 
Eliseo Penaranda, arrived at Arica in 
Chile, terminus of the road down 
from La Paz to the coast, by motor 
var yesterday. 

Mr. Cordell Hull, United States 
Secretary of State, said yesterday, 
in Washington, that his Department 
is assembling facts on the Bolivian 
revolution, but. that the facts and 
the circumstances are at present in- 
complete. 

The affirmation of the new Bolivian 
Government that it will stand by 
Bolivia’s international undertakings 
is repeated in a communication sent 
to Bolivian envoys abroad, states 
Reuter. The Legation at Moutevideo 
yesterday publishcd a statement de- 
claring that the new  Solivian 
“to follow and 
loyally to observe the undertakings 
contracted by the republic in inter- 
national affairs. The United Nations’ 
pact and the Atlantic Charter are 
ratified in their entirety by the 
Government entrusted with the 
national destiny, which declares thas 
it; adheres unreservedly to the cause 
of the Allied Nations. 


The sisnop of Gibraltar, Rt. Rev. 

Dr. R. J. Fitzgerald, who arrived in 

Dublin yesterday. He is to visit his 
89 years old mother in Co. Cork. 


Six Children Die 
In Fires 


Six children—four in one family 
and two in another—lost their lives 
in ee in Britain during Monday 
night. 

he bodies of Bertha (10), 
Monica (8), Ada (6), and Robert 
(5), the family of Mrs. Gunn, 
of Dunbeath, Caithness, were dis- 
covered under the débris of the roof 
of their home when their mother 
|and another daughter returned from 
a neighbour’s house, a few hundred 
yards away. i 

Brenda (10 months) and Henry 
E. (2 years), the children of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Harrison, of Cor- 
bridge; Northumberland, were suffo- 
ca by fumes at a fire in their 
home, 


Belfast-Dublin 


[rains Fewer 


About five thousand _ 
booked seats from Belfast to Bub in 
for the period from Monday to 
Christmas Eve, it was stated at the 
Great Northern Railway Office at 
Belfast yesterday. Fewer trains are 
rn run to Dublin this year as a 
result of an agreement with the Coal 
Controller, and so far, it is stated, 
there has been nothing unusual in 
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recognition of artisans; and, 
i , ili ance of Greer Garson in ‘‘ Random 
Harvest' and. Paul Lukas in 
“Watch on the Rhine' have been 
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wwe" a 


PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS 


“GAIETY THEATRE | ROYAL == Kote Times 


figures, vases and stone garden 
seats’’ are fixtures, and cannot 


LONDON LETTER 


DRPORATION, LTD. 


E wixteenth annual general 
meeting of the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation, Limited, 
eld in the offices of the com- 
11 Kildare street, Dublin, on 

lay, December 21st, 1943, at 

1. 

p directors present were Messrs. 
Barton (Chairman), Patrick 

shill, R. H. Franklin, C. M. 
ly, Wiliam Quirke, and PB. J. 


a 

Secretary (Mr. Joseph Kelly) 
the notice convening the meet- 
nd the auditers’ report. The 
ors’ report and the accounts 
taken as ‘‘ read.”’ 

Chairman, in moving the 
ion of the report and accounts, 
Gentlemen, to-day we present 
u the sixteenth annual report 
is company. The report and 
its have been in your hands 
le required -period, and, with 


permission, 1 shall take them 
. - 


ead. 
‘liabilities’’ side of the 
e sheet presented to you con- 
new feature—ngmmly, £500,000 
é per cent, State-Guaranteed 
age Stock, 1957 67, which has 
subscribed at par. The pro- 
among the -*‘ assets ”' 
eading of ‘‘cash de- 
tpustees for five per 
iranteed Mortgage 
Is your directors’ 
Onto utilise this money to pay 
bP First and Second Series of 
ruaranteed Mortgage Bonds on 
rest dates when under the 
ive terms of issue redemp- 
wcomes feasible. You will 
ite that the reduced cost of 
a part of our working 
wil when it comes into full 
materially assist the Corpora- 
el atter making 
reduction in -the 
irged on loans. 
NET PROFIT 
le meantim lowering of - 
ate charged to 
as Was anticipated, 
ice of profit avail- 
bution towards the 
ed, When i 
Vear ago, it was 
the Cerporation 
to make any contri- 
this year’s dividend, 
fact, after paving £37,472 
In ou Mortgage 
and Mortgage Stock, we have 
wofit oí €2,.547 5s. 6d. which 
must be 


AMpedal 


estate - ts 


olders. - lt 


mana 


mm Ss Ci 


. A 4 
ECTCS | [i 


' mea lime, tne 


1. 1 ncerest On 


e clr Ulnscances 
M as satisfactory. 
ig our working. capital (in- 
Mortgage Bonds anl 
ge Stock) as a whole. the 
been able to pay 
profits for the 
an average rate of 
over 2.8 per cent. 
number of new loans made 
the vear was 690, for a total 
ot £94159. 
egards the 


lominating 


ition has 
out ol 
i] vear at 


future, tle main 
the stuation is, of 
the war, which has been the 
of increasing the amount of 
jonev in farmers’ hands, and 
Same time of severely curtail- 
ess to materials and equip- 
This trend is exemplified in 
res disclosed’ by the balance 
which shows a fall during the 
| vear of £34.976 2s. 6d. in 
bount of loans outstanding, 
increase of £79,891 3s. 8d. 
the heading of Irish and 
_trustee Part of 
ease in the holding of securi- 
accounted for bv the invest- 
a substantial sum which on 
ober. 1942. was held in cash. 
is NO likelihood of a change 
trend so Jong as the war 
nd we must only hope that 
eis not distant when it will 
possible for farmers to 
he faciKties. offered by the 
tion. as well as their own 
in improving and re-equip- 
Ir holdings. I trust that post- 
ditions mav be such as will 
ge our farmers to invest 
in raising the standard of 
ericultural technique, and of 
surroundings, to a 
mparable with that prevail- 
I advanced agricul- 


the more 
communities of Western 


SCCUTrITIES, 


pmestic 


e proceeding to the resolu- 
J should like to express the 
of the Board to the staff for 
inner in which thev have 
out their duties drring the 


report and accounts were 
’ 


harles M. O'Kelly, the retir- 
rector, was re-elected, and 
Thomas Geoghegan and 
vy, 4 College Green, Dublin, 
-appointe| auditors for the 
vear. 
vidend was declared at the 
5 per cent for the vear on the 
of the “‘A’’ Ordinary Shares 
eld by the Minister for 


ST 
ee eS 


PRICES 


*TS10n. 
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Invest. 
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iUnited Stee!.. 
dUnited South 
Utd Molasses 
ArLAFA iss 
Wal Paper Df 
White Tomkin 
- Watney Def 
Woolworth ... 


MINES. Si 
tng. Am Inv. 51/104+ 1/10} 
56/3 


57/119 


‘Biyvoor —1/3 
Brakpan 

Chartered i 
Cons Diam’d 
Cons Afr Sel. 


+0/6 
+0/3 
—0/71a 


Daggafontein 
De Beers ... 
Durban Deep 
Fast Dagga.. 
East Geduld.. 


Cons. 
Langlaagte .. 
Libanon 
Luipaards ... 
Marievale ....}/2! 
Nigel Gold...|% 


Vereeniging ..j6 
Victoria Falls 
Viakfontein .. 
Vogels’bult ... 
West Holding 
West Reefs .. 
West Springs} 
West Wits. i 


mu ee 


nding on end around 
ken turf, or, where 
s Írom another fire. 
obtained by closing 
blower, or by using 
die down too low. 
nomical than a large, 
as possible. 'Turf 

ced around or near 
remains of the fire 
ept sufficiently alive 
“the next morning. 
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—COMMENCING DEOEMBBR v7th—<— 
“45 —— NIGHTLY —- 7.45. 
MATINEES ; 

Monday, Wednesday and Saturday, 2.30, 


Jimmy O'Dea in 
‘ROBINSON CRUSOE.,”’ 
wicket Tokens on‘ Sale at Theatre, 
Rooking Open Daily—10 a.m. to y p.m. 


OLYMPIA THEATRE 


nightly, 7.45 sharp. Frank O'Donovan 
In his Great Farewell Revue, 
“GALA NIGHTS.” 
With Peggy Dell, Kitty McMahon, Silvio 
and Vi Hindle’s Violettes, 
'EXT WEEK: 


Matinées Sunday, 26th and Monday, 27th 
30 


ecember, at 2.30. 
PERFORMANCE EACH NIGHT at 7.45. 
The Great Benyon presents 


ia thá h 
‘“YULETIDE EXPRESS.” 
spectacular and Magical Pantomime and 
Xmas Novelty Show. Usual Saturday 
Matinée at 2.30 p.m. Children half-price 
to Stalls and Circle, Matinées only, 
Box Office Open Daily. “Phone. 22962. 
AT 7.30 P.M. 
RE-OPENING 
MONDAY 27th DECEMBER, 
First Production of 


“POOR MAN’S 
MIRACLE,” 


MARION- HEMAR. 
Latecomers not admitted until end of 


pee Ie First, Act. 
GATE 


EDWARDS. 
MacLIAMMOIR., 
OPENING DECEMBER 26th. 
“ MASQUERADE.” 
ANOTHER CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
: Nightly at 7.45. 
_ Matinee December 27th, at 2.30. 


QUEEN’S 


Stage Show at 4.15 und 7.30, 
Screen at 3, 6, and 9,15. 


RADIO PARADE No, 3, 
With MAY ROYAL, RAMON and 
RAMONA. and Full Supporting Cast. 
Screen : PAT O’BRIEN, BRIAN 
DONLEVY in “TWO YANKS AT 
TRINIDAD.” 


DOORS OTEN AT 2 Pa DAILY, 


M 30, 
PANTO AT 3.30, 7.30. w 


The Greatest of May Devitt 
All Pantomimes! 


“ PUSS IN 

) Molly O'Connor 

BOOTS Eddie Byrne 
By Dick Forbes, J. © .Browner ' 
In 12 Glittering Scenes. |! 

A Cast of One Hundred. 
140 Minutes of Joyous | 
Entertainment! Josephine 


IA ry, ROGHS Lelie Fianaras 
n the Screen Riot, mpa SFIELD’S 
i“ Calaboose ” ATURE 
At 2.45, 4.55, 

7.6, 9.18. 


REGAL cin. 


LENA HORNE, BILL ROBINSON. In 
“ STORMY WEATHER.” 


sy AVOY At 2.29 eo $3” 6.52, 


James CAGNEY, G 
“EACH DAWN | DIE” 


CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MATINEES 
Susan Peters in “ Young Ideas.” 
To-day, 12 noon, and all this Week 
(Doors open 11.50 a.m.) 
Admission: Children 44., Adults 1/-. 


CAPITOL 2.30 to 10.45, 


Continuous, 


NINO MARTINI, 


The Famous Metropvlitan ‘Tenor, in 


‘THE GAY DESPERADQO.”’ 
With Ida Lupino and Leo Carrillo. 
Showing at 3.47. 6.30 9.13. 

On the Stage: 
7th SMASH HIT EDITION OF 


THE TALK OF THE TOWN 
With Mike Nolan, “ Bond ”; Roy Croft, 
Johnny Keyes. Joe Brady, Johnny Caross, 


George Daniels. 
THE CAPITOL ORCHESTRA. 
. CAPITOL GIRLS, 
N. Appearing: at 2.41, 5.24, 8.7. 
SUNDAY NEXT AT 3.30 AND 8 O'C. 


“ THE PHANTOM 
OF THE OPERA.”’’ 


Cruise 
hil Donohue 


METROPOLE ais 220. 
Leslie “ THE 

HOWARD, PETRIFIED 
Bette DA VIS, FOREST.”’ 

FRIDAY—WORLD PREMIER, 
Charlotte Bronté’s Wild Romance, 
‘‘ JANE EYRE.”’ 
JOAN FONTAINE, ORSON WELLS. 


THEATRE DE LUXE 


Mabel Paige in “SOMEONE TO 
REMEMBER.” 4.13. 6.38, 9.11. 
Bill Boyd “ THE LAST CANYON,” 

4.0, 5.55, 7.58. 


CORINTHIAN 


At 2.29, 4.52, 7.15, 9.58, Alan Baxter 
and Gertrude Michael, '' YOUTH TAKES 
A HAND.” Buck Jones and Tim McCoy, 
* FORBIDDEN TRAILS.” 


” GRAND CENTRAL 


noe £32. SA 9.16, 
Lana ‘Turver and Lew Ayres. 
“THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS.” 

Also Hugh Herbert in 

as COvnGA: NIGHTS.” 


ASTORIA DUN LAOGHAIRE. 
At 4.0. 6.30, 9.0. 
Louis Hayward, George Saunders in 
“THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO,” 

i joan Bennett; aleo Dick Purcell 
in “PHANTOM KILLER.” 


MEER Grant Sonn” Pontates. 
“SUSPICION.” Also Oklahoma Frontier. 
ROYAL HIBERNIAN 
HOTEL. 


CHRISTMAS DAY, 
DINNER-DANCE. 
Tickets 15,-, including tax, 
ST. JOHN’S DAY; 27th, 
DINNER and DANCE, 
Tickets 15/, including tax 
NEW .YEAR’S BALL. 
Tickets. including supper and tax, 
15/- each. 


Numbers strictly limited. 


aráin Book early. 
NEW NAS-NA-HIOGH 
HA LLROOM, cg 


NAAB. 

NAS-NA HIOGII LOTEL 
GRAND CHRISTMAS 
DANCE, 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26. 
Music by Phil Murtagh’s Orchestra. 
Dancing 10 to 3. 

Tickets (including sit-down Supper, 
Runuing Butfet anu Tax), 12/6 Each 
(Payabie at Door). i 
Other Dances Arranged: JANUARY 9, 

JANUARY 16, FEBRUARY 20, 

MARCH 17, 1944; NAAS HARRIERS’ 

HUNT BALL, 7th JANLARY, 1944; 

CO. KILDARE FARMERS’ DANCE, 

2ist JANUARY, 1944. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ASTOR 


To-day at 2.35, 4.45, 6.55. 9.10. 
JEANNE DE CASALIS. in 


“ THOSE KIDS FROM 
TOWN.’ 
Friday next: aan Xmas 


“ WHEN WE ARE 
MARRIED.”’ 


BOOK NOW FOR SUNDAY NIGHT. 


ADELPHI iowing at 2.0, 
4.06 6.12, 8.38. 
ANN SHERIDAN, ROBERT CUMMINGS 
and RONALD REGAN in 
“ KING’S ROW,” 
Coming Friday, 
ERROL FLYNN : ALEXIS SMITH 


In 
‘GENTLEMAN JIM.’ 


Note—Booking Opens to-day from 
2 p.m. for Sunday Night. 


CARLTON “ 225 4-49: 


6.55, 9.10. 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO, 
in ‘‘ HIT THE ICE.” 


“Their Best yvet."—Press and Public, . 


SECOND WEEK. 
GRAFTON, $°235".55 "So, 
LAURENCE JOAN . 
OLIVIER, FONTAINE, in 


“ REBECCA.”’ 
PAVILION DUN LAOGHAIRE. 
At 3.55, 6.25, 8.55. 
To-day: Ronald Colman in “Clive of 
India.” Thurs. and Fri.—'tom Conway, 
Frances Deo in “I Walked With A 
Zombie,” and “ Dixie Dugan.” 


REGENT “Nik 
BLACKROCK. 

“ LAUGH- YOUR BLUES AWAY.’ 
and ‘Under Texas Skies.” Thursday: 
“ Cat People,” with Simone Simon, June 
Randolph; also “Law of the Range. 


—— 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES 


3MERGENCY POWERS (MILLING 
 OFFALS) (MANUFACTURER'S. OR 
PRODUCER'S PRICE) ORDER, 1943. 
EMERGENCY -POWERS _ (MILLING 
OFFALS!) (WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
MAXIMUM PRICES) ORDER, 1943. 
Notice is hereby given that the Minister 
for supplies has made two Orders entitled 
as ubove fixing prices for milling offals as 
follows:— ® 
(a) When sold by manufacturer or pro- 
ducer, at the fixed rate of £17 
1 Os. . pet ton carriage paid to 
the railway Station nearest to the 
premises of the purchaser provided 
that when payment is made within 
seven days a discount at the rate 
of urpence in the &£ shall be 
allowed to the purchaser. 
(ob) When sold by any person to a retail 
merchant, at the rate of £17 10s. 
Od. per tom delivered to the railway 
station nearest to the premises of 
the purchaser provided that when 
payment is made by the retail mer- 
chant within seven days a discount 
at the rate of fourngnce in the & 
shall be allowed to the purchaser. 
fc) When sold retail, at a price not 
exceeding £18 10s. Od. per ton 
and pro-rata for smaller quantities. 
The above Orders are operative from 
22nd day of December, 1943. 
Copies of the Crders will be on sale 


shortly. 
JOHN LEYDON, Secretary. 
Department of Supplies. J)ublin. 
21st December, 19 
C8971 W.H.Co. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF DUBLIN. 
/ — 

ACOUISITION OF DERELICT SITES 
ACT, 1940. 
ACQUISITION vj LAND (ASSESSMENT 

OF COMPENSATION) ACT, 1919, 
AS AMENDED BY ‘THE ACQUIS1- 
TION OF LAND (REFERENCE COM- 
MITTEE) ACT. 1925. 
Vesting Orders in respect of: 
Derelict Sites at: 
1) 12-13 Engine Alley and 7 to 
10 Swift's alley. 
(2) 46-48 Patrick street and ] to 
inter's Court and rear 45 
Patrick »treet. ; 
and 52 North King street. 
Chamber street and rear 
to 34 Chamber street. 
19 Basin street, 
12-16 Russell street. 
( 35 and 33 Cuffe street. 
Notice is nereby given that, pursuant to 
the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of 
Compensation) Act, 1919, the Reference 
Committee, upou the application of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men and Burgesses of Dublin (hereinafter 
called “the Corporation “), have appointed 
James J. McAuley, Esquire, Official Arbi- 
trator between the Corporation and the 
persons interested in the scheduled lands 
and premises or lands and premises injur- 
jously affected by any works under the above- 
mentioned Orders so tar as compensation for 
the same has not been made the subject of 
agreement; ALSO that persons interested 
in any of the said lands and premises are 
requested to send particulars of their claims 
before the 12th day of January, 19 
to the Law Agent, Dublin Corporation. 
claim MUST set out the amount sought as 
compensation and give the grounds of such 
claim in detail. AND FURTHEH 
NOTICE is hereby given that the said 
James McAuley will sit in the City Hall, 
Dublin, on Tuesday, the 22nd February, 
1944, at 11.15 a.m., to ascertain the 
amount of compensation demanded by the 
several claimants in disputed cases, and 
the amount which the Corporation may be 
willing to pay, and to hear all parties in- 
terested as may appear before him at the 
time and place aforesaid. 
as“ this 11th day of December, 


P. J. HERNON, 
City Manager and Town Clerk. 
IGNATIUS JNO. RICE, 
Law Agent, 


K.A.A. 
RISH BAKERS’, CONFECTIONERS’ 
AND ALLIED WORKERS’ AMAL- 
GAMATED UNION. 

37 wr. Gardiner street, Dublin—Dublin 
Yo. 1 Branch. 
CHRISTMAS BREAD SUPPLIES IN 
DUB DISTRICT. 

Tb ill be Ni bt Bail ng during 
ere Wi no Nig in ur 
this week, Thanks to the co-o usa of 
the public and of the several interesta 
in the trade, supplies of Bread were plenti- 
ful during the previous Eee « holidays this 
year, that was assur chiefly by the 
public responding to the advice to buy in 
supplies a bit in advance. Shop-keepers and 
the public are advised to take in supplies 
in advance from to-day, so that producticn 
and Spo agg on Thursday and Friday 

eas 


will 
©. NOONAN, Secretary. 


ITY of Dublin Vocational ‘ Education 
Committee, Technical Institute, Bolton 
St. Marine Engineering. A Special Course 
of about two month® duration will com- 
mence on Monday, 3rd Jan., 1944, in the 
above School, in preparation for Exam 
nations for the Ce 
for Exgineers (2nd 
Marine. Intending or Cours 
should interview al, Technica 
Institute, Bolton 8t., on + "é 3rd Jan. 
at 10 a.m. A fee of £3 will be charged 
for the Course. ' 
J DARE COUNTY COUNOIL. 


MID W. D for 
penseny tee ct, Salary R60 ge eae 
Comple applications on nted 

will recei up. to 10 o'clock a.m. 
the 4th January, 1944. > 
rder. 


D. J. . 
pid ii aim 
15 » 1943. 

Rez TION OF CLUBS ACT, 1904 


TT OXIA 
shin, Notion. 


at Bray on 
or a 


City Hall, Dublin 


at, “2. be mag! o 
Main Btreet, Bray Co. Wicklow. 
(Signed) AMES M. MAGI 
ool ow ow 
Dated this 29nd day of aber, 1 


- CHURCH NOTICES, 


road, Dalk mí ' 

toed, Dalkey £11,036 

street, DuBlin—£3,233 . 
ry 

Church. Hill, 


Tho 
| Ballybot 


IV Ate BOAT PIER. DUN LAOGHAIRE 
4 HARBOUR 


The Commissioners of Public: Works 
give notice that during the period as 
December, 1943. to 31st January. 1944, 
inclusive, only members of the public who 
are travelling on the Mail Boats will he 
admitted to the Mail Boat Pier for the 
departure of steamers. 
° iEO. P. FAGAN. Runaidhe. 
Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblidhe, Baile 
Atha Cliath. 17adh Nodlaig, 1943. 
C 8964. W.H.Co. 


APPEALS | 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL. 


THE SISTERS OF 
CHARITY, 


STANHOPE STREET, 


BEG TO REMIND THE MANY FRIENDS 
OF THIS CENTURY - OLD INSTITUTION 
OF THE CHIEDREN UNDER THEIR 
CARE AND THE P HOM THEY 
VISIT. WHEN DISTRIBUTING THEIR 
CHRISTMAS CHARITIES THE SMALLEST 

WILL BE GRATEFULLY 
AND ACKNOWLEDGED BY 


THE REV. MOTHER 
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY, 
Stanhope street, DUBLIN. 


BRIGID’S PENNY DINNEBS, 
HOLLES ROW. 


HELP THE POOR. 


A CHRISTMAS REQUEST. 


WE GIVE DAILY OVER 1,00 
MESTITUTE: OF THE CITY, AN 
ALSO FREE MEALS TO LITTLE 

CHILDREN. : 


Donations received and 


acknowledged b 
REV. MOTHER, BON SECOUR CON: 
VENT, 64 LR. MOUNT S8T., DUBLIN. 


CHRISTMAS, 1943. 


PLEASE SEND AN OFFERING 
IN HONOUR OF. THE DIVINE CHILD 
FOR 
ST. ANTHONY'S PENNY DINNERS 
AND THE POOR VISITED BY 
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY 
SEVILLE PLACE, DUBLIN. 


CHILDRENS F ND 
use AABLEAGH ORPH ide. an? 


We need your help ie make Christmas & 


Happy Time for our Children. Please send 
any Toys tions to: 


ós TOWNSEND BH ir. 
CAPPAGH HOSPITAL 


SOUVENIR 


An excellently produced and 
enir book of 


gratefully 
y 


ad 


at 
since its inception in 1920. Cap 
Hospital was . donated b y 


to the Children’s 
Temple street. 


IRISH WILLS 
James Healy, Kia Ora may by 


re); 

Boxwell, Upper Hatch 

(ire) ; Miss 

Glen View, 

ville place, Gackt AA Ádh (Eire) 
Elwin, | 


nnie Harv 


Attr 
SIDNEY HOWARD in J. B. Priestley’s 


| Irish Auctioneers’ 


The Irish Times 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 88, 1948. 


The Russian Front 


Some days ago the centre of 
interest on the Russian front 
shifted from’ the Lower and 
Middle to the Upper Dnieper. It 
was announced by the Germans, 
and, after a significant delay, by 
the official Russian communiqués, 
that a new and formidable attack 
had been launched by Marshal 
Stalin’s forces against the German 
line to the south of Nevel, and 
that: an ambitious movement was 
under way for the investment of 
Vitebsk, the great junction and 
strong-point to the norta-west o! 
Smolensk. There has been little 
news of the progress of this 
manceuvre ; but last night’s reports 
are to the effect that the town is 
being approached from three 
directions: that a Russian army 
is within twenty miles of it on the 
north, and that it has been out- 
flanked from the north-west. Even 
further north, another Russian 
contingent is thrusting hard in the 
direction of Polotsk, which is 
barely twenty miles from the 
Polish border; and more than 150 
| miles to the south of Vitebsk, the 
bid for Zhlobin, on the northern 
flank of the great Pripet Marshes, 
is being maintained. The really 
fierce fighting, however, is taking 
place along the. great front that 
extends from the latitude of Kiev 
to the Black Sea. General 
von Manstein, in charge’ of 
the only serious German counter- 
offensive of the past year, is 
doing his utmost to follow up the 
advantage that he gained with 
the recapture of Korosten and 
Zhitomir, and is making a. tre- 
mendous effort to clear the high- 
way from Korosten to Kiev. This 
is the one sector on the entire 
front where the Germans are 
attacking, and the battle is de- 
scribed as ‘‘unsurpassed in 
violence throughout the whole 
war.” In the Dnieper Bend and 
thence to the sea, they are resist- 
ing a new drive. According to 
Vichy Radio, the whole Bend is 
in movement; and colossal forces 
are employed by both sides in 
the swaying battles for Smyela 
and Kirovograd. In the extreme 
south, the Russians claim, and 
the Germans admit, that the 
Kherson ‘‘ bridgehead’’ has been 
evacuated—thereby extending to 
the Russians the twofold possi- 
bility of an enveloping drive to 
the north or of a nearer approach 
to the port of Odessa. 

The story of the Russo-German 
fighting during the’ past few 
months has upset all calculations. 
For a while it seemed as if 
nothing could stop the onrush of 
Marshal Stalin’s forces. Then, 
when the Germans fell back upon 
the tremendous obstacle of the 


mile wide over much of its length 
—there was a general belief that 
the campaign might be stayed for 
an indefinite period—which was 
belied when the Russian armies 
crossed at several points, threaten- 
ing to surround their enemies in 
the. Bend and to obtain a victory 
which would have put even thd 
victory over General von Paulu 

into the shade. German general- 
ship, in no respect inferior to tha 

of the Russians, saved the situa- 
tion. All available weight was 
thrown against the Russian driv 

towards Krivoi Rog, which coul 

have meant the loss of an 
enormous German army; and, by 
a major’ effort, the westward drive 
from Zhitomir was halted. Now 
it would require a bold prophet to 
foretell where.the line of battle 
will be after the next few weeks, 
or even after the next few 
months. The terrible Russian 
winter, though belated this year, 
has come with its rigours. It is 
certain that the Germans will exert 
every effort tokeepthe Red Army 
within Russian territory ; Marshal 
Stalin’s strategy is less certain. 
Whether his object is to clear 
his country of the invader or 
merely to hold as many German 
divisions as possible in play is, 
presumably, a matter that 
depends on the result of his 
recent conversations with the 
British and American leaders— 
or, for all that anybody can tell, 
on the result of previous under- 
standings. Jt is not inconceiv- 
able that the Marshal has even 
greater strength in reserve, but 
is holding it so as to synchronise 
with an Allied thrust against the 
western bulwarks of the Festung 
Europa. A campaign of such 
magnitude, however—probably no 
war ever hag engaged so many 
men as are locked on the Russian 
front at this moment—does not 
admit of conjecture. 


4 = | EE... | 
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Furniture ? 


It seems that the art of sculpture 
is fated to give rise to contention. 
In our own country one rather 
ugly statue recently has given rise 
to a great deal of somewhat inane 
and unprogressive controversy, 
and now it appears that the effigy 
outside Leinster House is not the 
only work of art of its kind to 
be the subject of dispute. Accord- 
ing to the latest issue of the. 
and Estate 
Agents’ Association ‘‘ Year Book 
and’ Diary,” the Marquess of 
Londonderry. is being held liable 
for between £4,000 and £5,000 
per annum in rates, because there 


‘are two statues in his Park lane 
residence. Lord h 


liable to this form of taxation. 


‘He has moved all his furniture, 


but, since Canova’s ‘‘ Theseus '' 
and ‘‘Minotaur’’ still decorate 
his home, it is maintained that 
the premises are not, im the 
strictest sense of the adjective, 
vacant. His lordship claims that 
the statues are so large and 
immovable that they must be re- 
od-eg fixtures, but the rating 
riti m determined 


Dnieper River—the best part of a. 


subsequently be removed, but 
glasses and pictures not in panels 
are not so designated/and, pre- 
sumably, must be regarded as 
movables. The presiding judge, 
however, held that the fact that 
cement was used to keep the 
statues in position had nothing 
to do with the case; cement or 
no cement, statues are furniture 
unless it can be proved that they 
form an integral part of the 
architectural structure of the 
building. If Lord Londonderry 
can establish a claim that his 
statues are “ essentially a part of 
the building itself,” it seems that 
his Park lane house will be con- 
sidered legally vacant. Neverthe- 
.less, before the dispute ends the 
likelihood is that his lordship will 
have as hearty a dislike for the 
two statues in his hallway as the 
most patriotic Dail deputy ever 
entertained for the unfortunate 
mildewed portrait of Queen 
Victoria. 


HE BISHOP OF GIBRALTAR, 
the Most Rev. Dr. Fitzgerald, 
arrived in Ireland yesterday. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Wood Power 
has arrived in Dublin. 


Lieutenant-Commander and Mrs. 
Whitfield, who have been Pe in 
Dublin, have left for Cloughjordan, 
Co. Tipperary. 


Mr. Luke Lillingston has arrived 
in Dublin from Mount Coote, 
Kilmallock. 


s. Dacres Dixon has returned 
to Co. Tipperary from Dublin, 


The engagement: is announced, 
and the marriage will take place in 
April, between George, youngest son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. George 
Collopy, late of Santry, and Gertie 
second daughter of éhe late Mr, and 
Mrs. W. Pepper, of Clontarf. 


The engagement is announced 
between Lieut. Brian F. Maguire, 
Artillery Corps, son of the late Chief 
Superintendent Francis J. Maguire, 
Garda Siochana, and Mrs. 1. G. 
Maguire, Dromard terrace, Sandy- 
mount, and Sheila Mary, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Dowling, 
Dolphin avenue, 8.C, road. 


The engagement is announced 
between John Greenway 
Deighton, younger son of the Rev. 
T. U. Deighton and Mrs. Deighton, 
Quernmore Rectory, Lancs., and 
Maureen Beatrix, elder daughter of 
Robert Hunt, and the late Mrs. 
Hunt, Inchirourke, Askeaton, Co. 
Limerick. 

The engagement is announced 
between George, youngest son of the 
late Edward F. Betson and Mrs. 
Mary Betson, of 26 Terenure road 
and Elizabeth, younger daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Meredith, 4 
Eaton place, Monkstown. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Anderson 
have moved from the Orchard, Bray, 
to 19 Elgin road until the spring. 
Telephone 64106. 


Mr. Arthur Chance hag left 90 
Merrion square until 30th December, 


_ South County Dublin Harriers’ 
Hunt Ball, Lucan Spa _Hotel, 
Monday,. December 27th. Dancing 
9 to Michael Curran’s Band. 
Tickets (15s.) strictly limited. Early 
application advisable. — G. Hunt, 

on. Secretary, 4 Burgh quay, 
Dublin. 

The Ward Hunt Ball will be held 
on Tuesday, December 28th. Tickets 
may be\obtained at the Gresham 
Hotel. 


Choose your Glove Gifts where the 
choice is widest — at Switzers of 
Grafton street. They are showing 
a delightful selection in Lined 
Leathers and Fur-back Gloves; also 
a large variety in Doeskin, Kid/ 
Suede, and attractive Leathers. (No 
coupons required). 

Turkeys, Chickens, and Geese at 
Campbells. Chatham St., Dublin. 

Leaders ot Fashion in all Spectacle 
Wear. — Dixo& and Hempenstall, 
Grafton street, 

A varied Selection of New Models 
in Tailored Tweed Coats, trimmed 
Velvet. Also the latest in diagonal 
very good quality cloths. Various 
styles and shades. — Lenarde, 18 

icklow street. 

Pictures for Christmas Gifts.— 
Combridge Galleries, Grafton street. 

Noel Renmed wishes a Merry 
Christmas and sends 
Greetings to all his guests who stay 
at Ashford Castle Hotel. 

Be your gayest, smartest self for 
the holidays—in one of our new 
Wool Frocks. They combine chic 
with cosiness—and they’re figure- 
flattering, too. Davis and Co., 46 
Grafton street, Dublin. . 

Evening Gown, with sweetheart 
neckline, in Iris and Silver Broché, 
84 gns., at Slyne’s, Ltd., 71 Grafton 
street. 

Give yourself a present of one of 
Clarks fashionable Shoe Models. 
Stephens and bourke. 


Tario’s offer exceptional value in 
Ladies’ good quality Coats. A visit 
to 82 Dame street wili convince you.— 
Tarlo’s, Ltd., 82 Dame street. 

id Bouquets, “' boill ” Rath- 
, Tel 92664, Day ight. 

Sharpley’s, 8 ste Gaby Linen, 
Nursery Accouchement Sete. ce List— 
2 Nassau street. Dublin. 


BONUS LOST BY CIVIL 
SERVANTS 


At a mass meeting of civil 
servants of all grades and depart- 
ments in Galway yesterday a 


the Minister for Finance and iue 
Taoiseach, protesting against “the 
dishonouring by the Government of 
its contract to adjust the pay of its 
employees-to meet the soaring cost 
of living,” and ‘‘demanding com- 
pensation for the loss of bonus up 
to May; 1941; full bonus at the rate 
payable in May, 1941; and, after 
that, such increases as are consonant, 
with Government policy.” The 
meeting also directed the Minister’s 
attention to ‘‘the totally inadequate 
pay of the temporary employees.’’ 
Mr. Sean O’Leary, Unemployment 
Exchange, said that when the cost 
of living fell between 1921 and 1933 
the civil servants’ salaries fell 
accordingly, but when the cost of 
living began to rise the Government 
did not stick to. its agreement to 
have the bonus rise also, 


INCREASED EXTERNAL 
TRADE - 

The total trade (imports 
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New Year 


resolution was passed, directed to | 


” EDITOR 
PRE-FABRICATION 


Sin,—Mr. Moffett has this justi- 
fication : there is a housing problem so 
Vast that normal resources, economic 
and technical, are strained beyond 
capacity. The economic aspect is 
simplé: at present prices of buildin 
materials a loan cannot be floate 
allowing the erection of working- 
Class houses, to be let at an 
economic rent. The technical aspect 
is Ae simple: the total existing 
building trades and crafts cannot 
keep pace with building demands, 
seven, if freed to full capacity by au 
economic loan, This social-strategic 
dilemma is the base of Mr. Moffett’s 
argument. His thesis is that houses 
can be built much cheaper by pre- 
fabrication methods, thus solving 
the economic problem, and that the 
new technical labour available will 
allow more houses to be built, thus 
solving the technical problem. 

I am not competent to speak on 
‘pre-fabrication, either scientifically 
or practically, but 1 am impressed 
by the fact that firms known for 
sound udgment and financial 
stability have taken it up. Most of 
your correspondents’ arguments 
reminds me of the musical critics’ 
attacks on Beethoven and Sibelius, 
of the scientific-critical attacks on 
Rutherford’s theory of sub-atomic 
structure and Einstein’s theory of 
relativity. The attacks are from the 
a priort assumption that the critics’ 
bases alone are correct. Such 
attacks as are germane are akin to 
the early attacks on the internal 
combustion-engine, the first aero- 
planes and wireless sets; they point 
out that things in their infancy are 
in their infancy, that is all. 

But human courage and ingenuity 
have always led infant invention to 
adult creative fulfilment. Thus there 
remains the ES as stated by 
Mr. Moffett. There is no solution in 
any criticiam ignoring the strategic 
dilemma stated above. Mr. Moffett's 
contention cannot be overthrown by 
capable words or by an appeal to 

revious failures in pre-fabrication. 

hat is needed is a creative critical 
investigation.—Yours, etc., I 
e JONATHAN HANAGHAN. 
2 Belgrave terrace, Monkstown, 
Co. Dublin. 


December 20th, 1943. 


IRISH JOURNALISTS’ 
BENEVOLENT FUND 


chairman of the Irish Journalists’ 
Benevolent Fund, in succession to 
the late Mr. T. A. Stodart. My. 
Quilty has been dssociated with the 
fund since its formation in 1911, 
being one of the three original 
trustees. 

Mr. Quilty presided ‘at the annual 
meeting of the fund, at which a 
report on the year’s working was 
presented by the a secretary 
and treasurer, Mr. T. W. Murphy. 
The report recalled the fact that the 
fund owed its origin to Mr. Stodart, 
who had acted ás honorary secretary 
of the fund from its formation to 
1932, and from that date to his death 
had been its chairman. Thanks to 
the generosity of subscribers, of 
whom the Arnott Bequest Fund was 
specially mentioned, the fund had 
been able to meet the claims made 
upon it without disturbing the 
original capital. 

Mr T. W. Murphy was re-elected 
honorary secretary and _ treasurer, 
and the following committee was 
appointed :—Messrs. W. Morrison 
Milne, J. W. Kelly, J. F. Honohan, 
Norman Clarke, J. R. Molloy and J. 
A. Hogan. 


ENTERTAINMENT AT 
ROTUNDA HOSPITAL 


One of the most popular functions 
of the Christmas season took place 
esterday when the Master of the 

tunda Hospital and the Lady 
Superintendent received a large 
number of guests at the hospital. 

Members of the nursing staff, 
assisted by a number of go Ehm 
singers, rendered Christmas carols. 
The choir was contlucted by Miss 
Sylvia Fannin, and the singers in- 
cluded:—Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Brad- 
shaw, Mr. Richard Cherry, Mr. R. 
Crowe, Mr. K. Crowe, Mr. R. R. 
Figgis, Dr A, E. Fannin, Mr. R. G. 
Hall. Dr and Miss Mitchell, Mrs. 
Parkes, Miss Spratt, Mrs. Yoakley, 
Mr. M. Frazer, Mrs. Hicks and Miss 
| Blake. The soloists were three nurses 
and Mrs. Mabel Thrift and Mr. 
William Watt. 


ST. PATRICK'S CAROL 
SERVICE , 


This evening the first of the 
Christmas Carol Services will 
held in St., Patrick's Cathedral at 
8 o'clock, The selection to be sung 
includes many heard in previous 
years, such as ‘“‘The Ho 
the Ivy,” “I Saw Three . 
‘Sleep, Baby, Sleep,” ‘‘Whep the 
Crimson San,”’ Stewart’s setting’ of 
“On this day, O my dere hert,”’ 
by Warlock, and ‘‘Here is the 
ittle Door.”’ In addition to these, 

arlock’s setting of D. L. Kelleher’s 
oem, “The Five Lesser Joys of 

ry,” and “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” . Sir. Walford Davies, 
will be heard for the first time. 


NEW INCUMBENT 


The Board of Nomination for the 
Parish o. Tertagh and Clomantagh 
met at the Palace, Kilkenny, when 
the Rev. Thdmas_ Alexander 
Stewart, B.A., curate-in-charge of 
Kilnahue (Ferns), was unanimously 
elected to the vacant incumbency. 

-The Bishop of Ossory has 
ordained to the priesthood the Rev. 
A. N..Daunt, B.A., curate of 
Maryborough. The ordination took 
Ea in the parish church of St. 

eter. 


. STORY AND SONG 


The judges awarded the following 
prizes in the competitions held by 
the Irish Authors’ and Composers’ 
Association :'— | 

Short Story Competition—1, Pte. 
M. Lucey, Rockrove, Little Island, 
Co. Cork; 2, Miss 1. K. Ridgeway, 
Church street, Mountrath, Leix; ó, 
J. Moffatt, 3 Willowfield Crescent, 
Woodstock road, Belfast. 

Song Contest—l, E. G. May, 70 


, C. Fleming, 54 Terenure > 

East, Dublin; 3, J. V. Hallessy, 

aay Ashe street, Youghal, Co. 
rk, ) 
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war Ist CHURCH CATHEDRAL.— 
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Mr. T. Quilty has been elected: 


Russell avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin;, 


CRUISKEENLAWN| 


By Myles na gCopaleen 


“- ERTAINLY some people have 
C very little ‘wo worry about. 
Somebody recently wrote a 
letter to an evening paper deplor- [ 
ing the fewness of ‘drinking 
toughs’ in the streets and then 
went on to argue—very speciously, | 
thought—that this alleged decline in 
our population of drunken scoundrels 
involved cruelty (one can almost 
hear him pronounce it ‘ cruléty ) in- 
volved cruelty to horses (! ! !). In 
myself H,M. horse has no sterner 
or affectionate protector. I have 
ridden, backed, driven and eaten 
horses. No scheme concerned with 
the welfare of horses will leave me 
unmoved: my pen and my purse are 
ever at the service of this most 
faithful ‘brown friend, this" humble 
unaffected copaleen — and let no 
knave cry that I speak so for the 
reason that [ am a Knight. Neigh! 
Sorry—nay! A lie! A damned 
lie! But this proposal “to have 
more toughs more drinking 
toughs! I counsel all horse-lovers 
to have —s to do with such a 
scheme. But if there be among my 
readers even one who would like to 
give a little extra feeding to some 
poor copaleen at Christmas, then let 
im sénd his little offering ef Pom- 
mard—sorry, pollard to me care of 
my uncle Jack Nugent, Dolphin 
Hotel. : 


My Litt 


há 


Well, is 
What—left out again? In that case 
you must not fail to see to-morrow's 
unique collection of prime bulbs. 
Order your copy, Enid Vance. 


More, Faix! 


It seems 1 can't’ get away from 
these nags. I pick up another paper 
and ‘see this heading—HORSE WAS 
NOT SOUND. Can you bate that 
now? Sure... . sure look the two 
things is different as chalk from ch 
they're do you know what it is 
they’re complately agonatistical to 
rn other. D’ye see what I mane? 
Sound . . sound, me dear man, 
sound is a class of a... . an 
absthraction, d’ye see what I’m 
dhrivin’ at? A kind of... . sen- 
sation, d’ye see, caused be... . 
vibrations and propygated be con- 
densation, rarefaction and obscura- 
tion in... . for instance, an elastic 
maydium. Air, me good sir, is the 
maydium [ have in mind. Ah yes 
indade. The horse, of course, the 
horse, you might say, is another 
day’s work entoirely. The horse, 
me good man, 18 a horse of a 
different colour . .. . , hah? Oh, 
the horse is a dark horse of a 
different colour entoirely. (Fail to 
laugh at this, and, before heaven, 
sir, you are a cad and a bounder. 
Can you not see. . how you 
will... . Aurt.... this good, this 
simple, this essentially saintly 
fellow? Are you, for all your 
citified veneer of .... bah!... 
civilisation, are you so insensitive, 
so earthly, so gross as not to per- 
ceive that heré, in this -humble 
terrene tenement of flesh and Beaune, 
that here, I say (O sorry—done), 
that here, I say, abides as great, 
as noble, as fine a soul as ever dwelt 
on this poor miserable exploited 
planet). ; 

Another absurd ee I see in 
an evening paper is STIFF FIGHT- 
ING ON THREE RUSSIAN 
FRONTS. This, of course, is the 
old libel on Uncle Harry. Allowing 
even that it was possible for him 
to get out of this country and make 
his way to Russia, how could he be 
fighting on ¢thrée Russian fronts? 
(Matterofact I seen the same man 
in Madigan’s “Tuesda night drinkin 
pints with a plain clothes man). 


ON THE WIRELESS 
IRISH PROGRAMME 


1.0-1.40—Concert. 1.40-1.45—News and 
Stock Exchange. 1.46-2.30—Concert. 6.0— 
Concert by Ruthmines ‘Technical School 
Choir; conductor, Stan O Briain. 6.40— 
Stock Exchange, Sports Results, Official 
Announcements. 6.45—News. 7.5—New 
Irish Novels by Francis MacManus, Annie 
M. P. Smithson, Temple Lane and Gerald 
Lee, reviewed by Brinsley MacNamara, 
7.20—Micheal O Duinn (fiddle), 7.30— 
“Information, Please.” 8.10 — Radjo 
Eireann Orchestra. 8.36—Modern French 

Songs: Jean Nolan, 8.55—'' The Chimes, 
Dickens. Part 1., presented 
9.15—Christmas 


(baritone): Rí 
News in English.  " 
Band and WNoirin 
(amhrain). 


B.B.C. PROGRAMMES 


8.20 
9.0— Charles 
9.40—" Star. 


News. 4.15 — Records. 
Payne with his Orchestra. 2.0—Monia 
Liter. 2.30—‘‘ You Asked Us To Play 
... °8.0—Music While You Work. 
3.30—" Scottish Yule-log.” 3.45—Band. 
4.15—Scottish Orchestra. 4.45—Read- 
i 5.0—News in Welsh. 5.5—Talk 
5.20—Children’s Hour. 6.0— 

: You ?”’ 

9.0—News. 
9.55— Maudie 
arebit.”” 10.30— 
1.0 — “ Personal 
11.5—Bach Organ Music. 
12.0— 


Play 
Choice.” 
11.85—George Elliott (Guitar). 
News. 


ALTERNATIVE SERVICE. 
296.1m. (1013 ke/8), 342.1 m. 
(877 ke/s8). 

6.30—" Reveille.” 7.0—News. 7.15 
e Harry James Show. 7.30—Morn- 
iew. 8.0—News. 8.15*— The 
8.20— Marching and 


11.30 — “ Light 
12.0—Harry Roy and his Band. 
—Albert Sandler Trio N 


David Lloyd. 
2.30—"‘ You Asked Us to Play 
. While You Work. 
ubmen. 3.45 — 
. " 4.15 — Scottish 
4.45— Bengon and ae 
6.30—Polish Air Force Choir. 
6.4 .M.8S. ‘Aurora’ Entertains.” 
7.0— World - 7.30— 
“BB n Northern 
8.25—‘' Brush 
tre 


o— 
Up Your i mb 
(loo). 10.90 ney Minletge 
11.0— Close down. ' 


A FIFTY YEARS OLD 
GOWN 
A worn at a brilliant Dublin 


unable to make speciai arrangements 
this year’. 
however, American companies, such 
us the N.B.U., and Columbia and 
the Mutual give An Taoiseach s taik 


neutraliy last month was commented 


59 FLEET STREET; LONDON, 
Tvgspay Nicurt. 


HE National Broadcasting 
Company ot America, which 
has relayed Mr. de Valera s 

Curisimas night broadcast on one or 

two occasions in recent years, has been 


Un St. Patrick's Night, 


regularly. The Dail debate on 
vn by Mr. Peter Lyne, of the 
Christian Science Monitor, in a 
special hook-up trom London on the 
Mutual network. Mr. Lyne, why 
has visited Eire on seyeral occasions, 
insisted that ninety-nine per cent. 
of the population were behind the 


neutrality policy. 


Dublin Graduate 


Mr. J. H. Mc. Craig, Deputy 
Master and Comptroller ot the Koyai 
Mint, who was mentioned in ‘this 
column yesterday, is a brother of 
Mrs. Bole, wife of the Rev. Thomas 
Bole, Donore Man.e, 8.C.R., Dubliu. 
A distinguished graduate of ‘Trinity 
College, Dublin, Mr. Craig is Com- 
panion of the Bath, and was recently 
made a Freeman of the City ot 
London. 


Christmas Shortages 


Christmas fare is in shorter supply 
than iast year, and there has been 
very little chance of anything except 
some Christmas puddings and á 
small quantity of mincemeat. There 
are, of course, sultanas and currants, 
limited quantities of which are avail- 
able on “ points ” ration. “ No 
crackers at all,” is the general cry, 
lor many grocers who did a large 
pre-war cracker trade have received 
only one crate. Cake decorations, 
crystallised fruits, and all the 
favourite pre-war trimmings are non- 
existent. 


Welsh Aviation Claim 


A junction trans-Atlantic airport 
at Cardiff, with shuttle services via 
Lympne to France, or via Hull to 


Holland and other a 
visaged by Alderman QO. C. Purnell, 
Vice-chairman of the 


turned 
deputation of the 
Owners’ i 
special visit to America to see the 
latest developments 
technigue. ! 
saw under coustructiog will have 
runways with a total length of 134 
miles. 
steps must be taken now to decide 
policy and position for trans-Atlantic 
air bases in Great Britain, and that 
the great aerodrome at Prestwick in 
Scotiand 
distance 
economic in time both for passengers 
and freight. “ Geographically 
is perfectly placed,’ 


Central Europe, Norway, Sweden, 


-_ 


N 


Soldier Artists 


I have received a special Christmas 
card from the 18th Infantry Batta- 
lion. Designed and written by 
Sergeants Eimar Spillane and Jack 
Trueman, the card depicts a soldier 
on sentry-go on Christmas morning, 
and the greeting voices his thoughts 
for the folk at home. 

Besides preparing a card which 
does their battalion cré€dit, these 
artists have also produced a series 
of hand-painted calendars portraying 
some vivid scenes in army life. 
The original pictures were drawn 
while the artists were on manceuvres. 

Scenery in more than one army 
concert hall was designed and 
executed by them, and, when not on 
the square, their spare time is spent 
in painting, writing, or practising 
for the Brigade XV. 


Calendars 


By the way, speaking of calendars, 
one of the casualties of the war is 
that shower of advertisefnent- 
calendars which we used to see each 
year. 

Once upon a time they would be 
coming into this office * shoals by 
the end of November—and some of 
them were most attractive, too. 
Only two days ago 1 found upon my 
desk the very first of this year’s 
crop, as desolate as. A single swallow 
trying to make a summer. 

This office in which I write will 
seem quite bare this year; normally 
there hang about its walls one 
calendar to each person for use, and 
at least a couple more for decora- 
tion. Perhaps we will be reduced 
to tearing the pictures off a few old 
ones to pin on the walls, and using 
a Robinson-Crusoe counting-stick to 
keep our dates right. 


Great Gas! 


The Dublin Gas Company must be 
about the most unpopular institution 
in the city at the moment. All day 
yesterday I listened to complaints 
from housewives who had hoped for 
a full day’s gas on Christmas Day. 

“There is absolutely no hope for 
those of us who want to have 
Christmas dinner in the evening, 
said one of them. ‘‘One hours gas 
won't cook a chicken, much less a 
turkey. That means that every 
oven in Dublin - ‘ll be on in the 
morning, and so the pressure will 
be no good at all.” . 

“It's bad enough,” she went on, 
“that the hour cut off the evening 
gas as a ‘temporary’ measure some 


CHRISTMAS BOXES 
THAT MAY YAP 


Morning by a large box with holes 
pierced on it and curious yapping 
sounds coming from within, do not 
be surprised, for it is only one way 
in which gift shoppers have solved 
the couponless present problem this 
year. 

It is more than likely that the 
contents of that mysterious box will 
be a fox terrier, a cocker or a 
Scottie pup, for a breeder told the 
Irish Times that during the last 
week. he has been inundated with 
demands for puppies. 

The supply, it appears, is not 
equal to the demand, with the result 
that the price has risen greatly. 

[t is impossible to get a pure-bred 
dog under 8 or 10 guineas, as com- 
pared with 4 or 5 guineas last year. 


ENTERTAINED BY 
ROTARY CLUB 


' Christmas was celebrated at the 
Mount Street Club yesterday when 
over 200 of the children of members 
of: the club were entertained to a 
pony given by the Dublin Rotary 
C e 


ud, 

The children were given a 
Christmas tea, and afterwards they 
had a programme of songs, music 
and dances by pupils of Miss 
Mooney’s School of ing. 

Before they left the small guests 
were presented with presents by one 
of the club members, dressed’ as 
Father Christmas. . 


GREETINGS FROM ITALY 


TO EIRE 


=, 5 d yo Fino mee Ned 
ew ear m i 

people in Italy to relatives and 
riends all over Ireland was broad- 
cast yesterday from Vatican Radio, 


of Defensive Measures ; 
for Posts and 
and Mr, 8. O Braonain, D 
Broadcasting, 


WANTED A STOCKING 


The annual ““Shillin and Pence’’ 
Fund, in aid of the 


| 


If you are greeted on Christmas| 


capacity. 


Little Early Posting 


is en- 


Cardiff Air- 
tt Committee, who has just re- 
with other members of a 
Aerodrome 
Committee following a 
in aerodrome 
One station which they 


Alderman Purnell says that 


will be insufficient, its 
from London being un- 


Wales 
he declares, 
we have the 


‘and industrially 


Although the postal authorities 


have been appealing for weeks past 
to the public to ‘‘ post early,” the 
response has been far below expecta- 
tions. 
ofiicially as the 
certain deliveries of Christmas mails. 
Unlike 
throughout 
Day. Local letters posted in London 
on Friday last were being delivered 
only to-da 

is the “last minute ’”’ 
Secondary 
girls are giving great help at the 
post offices, many of the former 
undertaking delivery duties. 


Rose Hip Collection 


Yesterday was looked upon 
““dead line’’ for 
Eire, deliveries 
on Christmas 


there are 
Britain 


in some cases so great 
congéstion. 
schoolboys and school- 


The splendid total of 70 tons of 


rose hips collected in Scotland this 
season is an increase of 30 tons on 
last year’s figure; and means that 


vital supplies of Vitamin C will be 


available for the children for a much 


longer period, and that they will 
benefit greatly during the winter 
months. Some 20 varietfes of 
medicinal herbs are now being col- 
lected throughout Great Britain, 
and each month has its own 
emphasis. In July tens of thousands 
of school children concentrate on 
the foxglove used in the manufacture 
of one of the most important of all 
heart medicines. 


IRISHMAN’S DIARY 


time ago hasn't yet been restored. 
Do. they think that laving late 
dinuc. 1s only a snobbish affectation? 
Why, it’s a necessity nowadays. My 
husband, like lots of others, can’t 
get home to lunch, and he has to 
have a proper evening meal. 

“ But this is the limit! At least 
they might allow us.to settle our 
own programme on Christmas Day! 
We wouldn’t use gas just for fun— 
we have to pay for it —and I don’t 
see that I will use any less what- 
ever time Í do my cooking.” 


Mrs. Kindly 


Have you met Mrs. Kindly? If 
not, I suggest that you should get 
hold of her cheerful little booklet at 
once. She is the offspring of the 
union between the D.U.LC. and Mr. 
I.eslie Luke, and her claim to fame 
is that “ the ‘bus men and tram men 
love me.’’ ‘ 

In “Omnibus Etiquette,’’ the 
booklet which the D.U.T.C. has 
just published, and will be pleased 
to present to any buyer of a time- 
table, Mrs Kindly gives her fellow- 
travellers a few pleasant hints as to 
how they may make themselves 
equally popular with the Company’s 
oficials. 

She is not at all smug about her 
virtues—unlike the JFondon Trans- 

ort’s m-del passenger, Mr. Billy 

rown—and her suggestions about 
queueing, giving the exact fare, and 
so on, will be taken in good part by 
everybody. The entertaining illustra-- 
tions to the booklet are by 
Mr. Galbraith O’Leary (artist of 
** Courteous Children , etec.)}. 


** Please Pay... . 


Major Fitzgerald-Lombard—popu- 
Jarly known as Roger Lombard— 
called in to this office the other day 
with a most interesting exhibit. It 
was a blank cheque, made out to 
him personally by a “well-known 
South of Ireland magnate, which 
came to him with the request that 
he would fill in the amount and 
apply it to the funds of the G.S.R. 
Stockholders’ Protection Asssocia- 
tion, of which he is secretary and 
treasurer 

What a temptation! But Major 
Fitzgerald-Lombard is treating his 
trust with the greatest respect, and 
has already written the donor with 
a suggestion for a suitable amount 
hefore filling in the cheque. He 
looks on the action as the best com- 
pliment ever paid to him—and cer- 
tainly it is a striking one. 

QUIDNUNG, 


PETROL FOR LORRY, 
OWNERS IN NORTH 


Sir Basil Brooxe, Northern 
Ireland Prime Minister, is to be 
asked to receive a deputation of 
M.P.s and members of the Private 
Lorry Owners’ Association, who 
will ask for equality of treatment 
for the lorry owners compared with 
the Transport Board in the alloca- 
tion of petrol and other supplies 
or essential work. 

The lorry owners, who met in 
3elfast yesterday, contend that the 
present system of the allocation of 
petrol is unfair to the majority of 
.ae@ private traders and has created 
a war-time monopoly for the Trans- 
port Board. It was stated that 
yince July lorry owners have been 
directed off many roads by the 
Petroleum Office. A_ resolution 
roposing the appointment of a 
- sr of the lorry owners, the 
railways, and the Transport Board 
i. find the most economic and 
elective working of the transport 
services was adjourned for dis- 
cussion. 


BOOKMAKER WINS 
TREBLE CLAIM 


Dismissing a claim by two Dun- 
dalk men, Thomas Matthews and 
Mark McCornish, against Jack, 
O’Callaghan, a Dundalk. commission 
agent, arising out of a bet on a- 
treble; District Justice Goff, at Dun- 
dalk yesterday, said that the book, 
maker had his rights up to the las 
moment, and until the three horses 
won was not bound to pay anything. 
He was entitled to his chances as 
well as the punters. 

Plaintiffs, he said, had backed 
three horses at English race meet- 
ings, betting 2s., and, after the 
second horse had won, had reached 
the bookmaker’s limit. One of them, 
told the bookmaker that, as they had 
reached the limit, and could not win 
any more, they did not want the bet 
to go ‘any further. The bookmaker 
replied that the bet stood until the 
third horse won, lost or failed to run. 


—_ ———— 


REBUILDING PLAN FOR 


BELFAST. 
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